E
' RIGUTS

The Pro-Gun Statistics and Personal Stories from TIME Magazine November 5™ 2018

Statistics show stricter controls on who can buy guns will not prevent the majority of gun crimes
by criminals that do not follow the laws anyway and get guns by theft or on the black market.

Also, people so inclined with no criminal history would not be deterred no matter how much
tracking and background investigation is done to them and to otherwise infringe upon all
Citizens Rights.

Statistics further show, more guns in the hands of good people is a deterrent to violent crime.

Note: So called “Assault” rifles like AR-15 are used in very few homicides overall but are
sensationalized and wrongly vilified by the Anti-Gun lobby.
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with guns
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Estimates:on how
often guns are
used defensively.
range from fewer
than 100,000
to more-than
a million times
a year.
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The number of
civilian firearms
has grown.
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Rifles—including
the popular
AR-15—are

used in far fewer

homicides than

other weapons
such as

handguns and
knives.

Weapons used

IN 66,231 HOMICIDES,
2042-16

48%
Handguns

12%

Knives

5%
Hands/feet

3%
Blunt objects

2%

Rifles
2%

Shotguns

iTN-I.'NHNﬁ:M':N GUN
oK OTHER (NON.GUN)

SOURCE: FBi

won't stop
gangs and
outlaws
v

Gangs are
responsible for
much of the
country’s violent
crime.

In general,
criminals don't
follow gun laws.
Convicted prison
inmates who
had a gun at the
time of their
offense had
acquired it
through back
channels.
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IN THEIR
OWN
WORDS

25 PEOPLE SHARE
THEIR VIEWS—AND
THE EXPERIENCES
THAT SHAPED THEM

THE WRONGLY
ACCUSED

WithranAR-15 slung across his shoulder,
Mark Hughes, an activist and tax preparer,
joined hundreds of protesters at a Black Lives
Matter rally in downtown Dallas on July 7,
2016. Hughes openly carred his rifle—a legal
actunderTexas law—for the first time. It was
asymbolic response, he says, to fatal police
shootings of black men including Philando
Castile, who was Killed during a traffic stop
in Minnesota after disclosing to an officer
that he was armed but licensed. The rally
turned into tragedy when a sniper killed

five police officers in what is considered

the worst attack on U.S. law enforcement
since Sept, 11. Before the real gunman was
identified, the Dallas police department
wrongly labeled Hughes a suspect, tweeting
out his photo in a plea to the public to “please
help us find him."He was questioned for hours
before being released. Now Hughes, 36, is
suing the city and the department for what he
s were civil rights violations. (The city and
police department declined to comment.)

s still a proud gun ownerbut says he
thinks twice about exercising his legal right to
carry in public.

‘It’s dangerous
being a black

man in Amgrica
with a gun.




THE PROTECTOR

Frustrated by police killings of black men, Shetamia Taylor
took her four ysung sons to the 2016 Dallas protest. When
gunfire erupte retail worker threw her body over

one of her sons while the others fled. One of the sniper’s
bullets struck | Now Taylor, 40, has a metal
plate and a doz

13 her leg. She continues to
struggle with the shooting

in the call

SCréews i,

aftermath and has become
mare politically active: she found a new jo npaign
canvass manager and is planning a run for city
her hometown of Mesquite, Texas, next year.

council in

I'was nervous everywhere I went. I felt like some-
thing at any time could happen. I'm sitting in my
home, and people are still setting fireworks around
my house, and I'm freaking out. I'm sitting on my
couch because I can't move. I'm paralyzed in fear
some nights. I'm crying. I'm thinking, What can 1 do
in this situation that I'm in right now to protect my
family? It felt like breakdown after breakdown. And
it was like, How much more weak can I be? How
much more crumpled up can I become?

I changed my mind-set and became a gun
owner. Because I did feel helpless and because I
felt weak and because I felt like I was not protect-
ing my children, I decided to become a gun owner.
It was just something that I knew I had to do for
me. It kind of helped me feel as though I would be
able to protect myself and my children if need be.

And T know that sounds strange, but unless you
went through or been through what I have, you
wouldn’t understand.
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THE LAWMAKER

ve Steve Scallse, /e

o from Lot

shot and killed the as

A strong Second Amendment is
critical to keeping our communi-
ties safe. I experienced firsthand
just how important it is that there
are people with guns that can coun-
ter bad people that are out there.

Right after the shooting, there
were people that just expected
that somehow my views on guns
would change. It’s easy for people
to get reactionary. I think we all
know the honest answer to that is
there’s no single magic solution to
this. That horrible incident only
solidified my strong beliefs that
you want law-abiding citizens to
be able to defend themselves and
others, because there are bad guys
out there, And if only the bad guys
have weapons, then that means
everybody else is vulnerable.

I've experienced both sides of
this debate. But ultimately it was
people with guns that were able to
counter the shooter and save the
rest of us.



THE VETERAN
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Back in high school, I was vehemently
against guns. I was in this thing called
Academic Decathlon, and we had to do
a five-minute speech in front of judges.
That was my topic: gun control. It was
about how the Second Amendment
was outdated. I thought it didn't apply
since the environment had changed. I
believed it 100%. I didn’t have an un-
derstanding of guns back then. I never
used them. My parents never owned
guns. I never really got exposed to guns
growing up. Guns were scary because
we didn't know anything about them.

But as I started to learn more and
get trained in its usage and its safety,

[ saw the benefits of gun ownership.
In the military, you take an oath to the
Constitution. You are automatically
supposed to support everything in
there and defend everything in there,
including the Second Amendment.

I feel like I learned more about the
world, about guns, about gun safety
and gun violence. I became comfort-
able with it.

It is a dangerous weapon, but it can
be very safe when you know how to use
it and take the proper precautions. It’s
like a car. If you're a kid, you're scared
of a car when you don't know how to
drive. But once you get familiar with
it and you know how to use it respon-
sibly, it shouldn't be a problem. There
are irresponsible people, but it doesn't
change the fact that the car itself is
within the responsibility of the person.

1 would tell my younger self that you
don’t actually know that much. You'll
keep on learning. Try to explore all sides
before you make a decision.




‘Ibelieve that
we have the
right in order
to protect

the ones that
we love and
ourselves,
she says.
‘There’s a
reason why

guns were
made.

THE SELE-
DEFENSE
ADVOCATE

Growing up in a military
family. Cindy Chester
had guns in her child
hood home and learned
from an ear!
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‘It’s
disheartening
asagun
owner and
asan NRA
member to
continually
et beat
own and
continually
to get
bullied.

THE CHAMPION

Dianna Muller is 2 celebrit
formerTulsa, Okla,, police officer and
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THE TRAUMA
SURGEON

As director of tratima at Baylor

University Medical Center in Dallas,

[Or. Michael Foreman, G5, sees a

steady flow of shoating victims in his |
emergency room. On the nightof luly 7, |
2086, po ived carrying
wounded from the 58 shooting at

the Black Lives Matter rally.

I'm probably the controversy in |
many ways. I take care of people
with gunshot wounds. I've also
been alifetime shooter. 'm what
most people would refer to asa gun
nut. I grew up with guns. I've shot .
guns all of my life. T enjoy them very
much. What I don’t enjoy is what
they do to people. I love guns, and I
hate gunshot wounds.

When I go shooting, I tell people
it's really no different than golf. A
lot of people go out and they cause
an object to go from one place
toanother place in an accurate
fashion, and that’swhat1do when
I go shooting, It gives me great
enjoyment, and I don’t want to give
up what is rightfully mine.

My biggest concern is that
we're focusing on the wrong thing.
What we need to be focusing on is
violence. I can tell youasatrauma
surgeon, I have seen people killed
with any variety of objects. Guns
make it a little easier perhaps. But1
will tell you thata brick ora batora
fist or a knife makes you just as dead
as the bullet does. Everyone talks
about commonsense gun control.
I’m all in favor of that. I just don’t
have any idea what it is.



THE PASTOR

Cahokia, Il 2ross the MissISSippi

‘I was raised
that God was

a magician, he
was a protector.
In the black
community
therewas a
time where

we needed to
hope and pray
that way...
Well, that was
me before this
experience, and
now this is me.
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THE COM PETITO

Mia Farinelli, !

the school vear to co

I, arifleand a

pslacle course.

I started shooting with my dad when I was
around 7, and I started shooting a lot of
bull’s-eyes. And so a few years later, I went
shooting and once again, I did really good.
This was when my dad was getting into
competitive shooting, and he was receiving
a jersey from this range. He got this box
which had his jersey in it, and he opened

it up, and underneath his was one labeled
MIA FARINELLL

So I went into the range the next day
and they said, “Well, now that you have a
jersey, you have to shoot a match.” So I kept
shooting these local matches near us. And
then I shot the state match and I did very,
very well, and so I started shooting these
state matches and now I'm the champion
of my divisions in multiple states. I travel
pretty much all over the United States to do
my competitive shooting.

I want people to know that I'm doing
this because it’s my passion. I'm doing it
because this is a sport. The community is so
nice. Not like it’s portrayed to be in movies.
Safety is the priority when you’re shooting.
When I would tell some kids about it at
school, they’d come up to me in the hallway
and be like, “Oh, you're going to be the next
school shooter.” It makes me feel really bad
because it’s something I put a lot of passion
into, and I put a lot of effort into. I try to
work on teaching everybody about how safe
it is. It’s just like they're not really listening
to me. They’re not really hearing what I
have to say. They're kind of just painting an
image in their mind about what they want
me to be, or what they think I am.
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THE HUNTERS

Like many families in Texas, the Bucks have hunted for generations
Michelle Buck, above with husband Austin Buck, says her father
taught her to hunt when she was a young girl, and now her 10-year
old daughter Cooper Buck, right, enjoys the famlly tradition.The
Bucks take their two children on frequent hunting trips, which offer
an escape from the hectic pace of work and school—and a chance
to bring back meat for homemade quail and pheasant dumplings.

‘(Hunting] has made all the difference in
the very strong woman that I am today,’
Michelle Buck says. ‘Here  am with a
degree and a good job and a great family
and husband who shares the same
values and morals and ethics and ... we
deposit those things into our kids.’



‘People

can debate
that any
way they
want to,’ he
says, but
the guns
don’t kill

eople,
Fhe people
kill people.’
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THE PARENTS

As Sam and Paulette Thompson
were watching coverage of the

July 7, 2016, Black Lives Matter
protest in Dallas, their son Brent
was shatand killed. The Dallas Area

lain a year

n, Brent
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